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President's Message
Ed Ferrer

The past month has been a busy one for our herp society. Several of us have been out
exploring, finding various species of herps. Many of us participated in the Herpetology Weekend
at Natural Bridge State Park in Kentucky this past April 21st-22nd. It was my first time to be
able to attend and I thoroughly enjoyed the experience. On Friday and Saturday evenings we
heard several interesting and informative presentations about the herps of Kentucky and beyond
that offered something for everyone. On Saturday there were several field trip possibilities.
During my field herping my group found two copperheads, a beautiful and fiesty black racer,
two large Northern water snakes, a Southern leopard frog, a green frog, a huge snapping turtle, a
black rat snake, a brown snake, several salamanders and newts and a huge mass of salamander
eggs. It was great to meet other herpers and share experiences during this weekend. 1 would
definitely encourage anyone to participate next year if possible.

Last month we had a very enjoyable and informative LIVE demonstration by Scott
Braunstein from the House of Reptiles in Dry Ridge, Kentucky. Anyone traveling south on
Interstate 75 would be wise to check out his huge exhibit of herptiles. Be sure to call ahead
(859)-824-4577 to check the hours they are open.

We just finished our ad for the upcoming Midwest Herpetological Symposium that we
are hosting in November 3-5 in Reptiles magazine that will appear in the August issue. Special
thanks go to Angela Thomas and Jim Horton for all their hard work in completing this project.
Also thanks to all the other board members for their contributions and to Pat Hammond for
setting up our ad in the herp happenings section of Reptiles magazine. THIS WILL BE A
GREAT EVENT SO MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW AND PLAN TO ATTEND THE
SYMPOSIUM!

On May 20th we will have our annual "Herp Out" on Lake Monroe. Some herpers plan to
camp out on Friday night beforehand. It is a great time for everyone with field herping
opportunities and a pitch-in picnic. Look for more details and directions elsewhere in this issue.
It looks like a great summer for herping.

Editor’'s Corner

Jim Horton
Just a note to pass along. | was totally unaware that Herp Veterinarian, Dr. Mass has
moved to Seattle. My apologies for any inconveniences.
Also, Wendell Zetterberg has produced a new herp data sheet similar to the frog
watch data sheet. I'll bring some to the Meeting on Wednesday. Please take one,
make copies, and keep records for the year of the herps that you see in the field.




Hoosier Hit and Run Herping
By Barry Hammer

One of the most productive ways to
find snakes (and other herps) is to drive rural
roads watching for long abandon home and
farm sites. These are sometimes difficult to
spot if the barns and other structures are no
longer standing. You need to watch for
clues like remnants of fences, foundations
and overgrown driveways. Once a location
is found, you roam the area looking for
sheets of tin roofing, large boards and
similar debris to look under. Over time, you
can become familiar with many locations in
a given area that you can return to time and
time again. Be careful to avoid posted
property unless you can find someone to ask
permission from. After becoming aware of
many such sites you can go quickly from
one to another, covering a lot of ground in
the course of the day.

Saturday the 22" of April, Rick
Marrs and I set out to “hit and run” the
northern section of Hoosier National Forest
near Monroe Reservoir. This is an area
where Monroe, Lawrence, Jackson, and
Brown Counties come together. This is one
of Indiana’s herpetological hotspots and the
weather forecast was for sunshine and mild
temperatures in the low 70’s. This is ideal
for flipping tin. At warmer temperatures tin
sheets become too hot to shelter snakes and
you should focus on wood or other debris.
There are a good number of spots to check
in this  region including a few that have
had tin sheets placed intentionally for
herping purposes.

A lot of your time will be spent in
your vehicle going from one site to the next.
When driving between stops keep your
speed down and watch the road surface
closely. Road killed herps can be interesting
and you may find living herps as well. Rick
and | saw several D.O.R. (dead on road)
herps including the first herp find of your
day, a quarter size Midland Painted Turtle.
This tiny turtle was in remarkably good
condition. It was probably just grazed by a
car tire. In the space of less than a half-mile
we found two D.O.R. Banded Water Snakes.
Water snakes in this area are intergrades
between the Northern and Midland varieties
but these both strongly resembled Midland

Water Snakes. It may seem unusual for
such aquatic reptiles as Painted Turtles and
Water Snakes to be road killed but it’s
actually quite common. Arboreal herps
descend to the ground and become victims
of the road as well. One such victim was the
two-foot Rough Green Snake we
encountered. Interestingly, Green Snakes
begin to appear quite blue in color shortly
after death.
Most surprising to us was the

D.O.R. Black Kingsnake we found near
Hardin Ridge Recreation Area. Despite
many years of herping this area, neither Rick
nor | had ever found this species here.
While not a rare snake, it is much more
common bit farther south. A Turkey
Vulture was about to make this particular
roadkill disappear before we came along.

The first few sites we visited were created
by enterprising herpers “seeding” suitable
habitat with sheets of roofing tin. It takes
some time for such tin sites to become
productive and these are still a bit young.
We failed to find any snakes but nearly
every sheet of tin had evidence of rodent
activity underneath. Definitely a sign of
good herping to come at these locations.

While walking to the car after
checking a site, Rick stopped and picked up
something very small form the ground. Rick
has an interest in arrowheads and this is
what first crossed my mind until he held out
a hatchling-size Eastern Box Turtle for me
to see. Tiny turtles this early in the season
would have hatched the previous year and
over-wintered in the nest cavity. In Indiana,
Eastern Box Turtles often nest twice a year
with second clutches emerging the following
spring.

Another couple of stops and we were
beginning to find snakes. There was a not
quite adult Southern Black Racer, a
Northern Slimy Salamander, a Northern
Ringneck Snake, then a group of 6 or 7
ringnecks. Add to that a couple of Northern
Slimy Salamanders, some young Southern
Leopard Frogs and it was starting to seem
like a pretty good day.

At another site “seeded” with tin, it
soon became a more successful day when



Rick uncovered a nice adult Milk Snake.
Like the banded water snakes, milk snakes
in this part of Indiana are intergrades
between the Eastern and the Red Milk but
they generally look like Eastern Milk
Snakes. We made another stop or two
without any finds and before long we would
have to call it a day.

As we began heading northward,
back to main roads, we remained alert for
opportunities. Sure enough we were
tempted to make another quick stop at what
looked like a promising spot. Unfortunately,
this spot proved to not have any tin or
boards to flip but a large log caught my eye.
I tried rolling it and could not quite move it
enough. | called Rick over to give me a
hand and there was another beautiful milk

snake. This was a satisfying end to a day of
Hoosier hit and run herping.

Many of our herping excursions are
less successful but days like this one keep us
going again and again. If you’ve never
experienced the excitement of finding these
secretive animals in the field, I urge you to
give it a try. Hoosier Herpout 06 is coming
up and you should consider attending. Some
of the sites Rick and I went to will likely be
visited during this annual H.H.S. filed trip.
You may find yourself hooked on herping.

Note: Don’t encourage anyone to
“seed” habitat with tin or other debris. If
you are observed, your activity will likely be
interpreted as dumping. With that said, | am
grateful and extend my thanks to those who
take the risk.

WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS!!!

Renewals - Mike Wood-Warsaw, IN
Gerald Zimmerman, Indpls, IN
Donna Evans, Huntsville, AL
The McBee’s (sustaining membership) Danville, IN

General Meeting: Wednesday, May 17th, 7:30 p.m.
Special Guest Speaker: Jim and Kristen Harrison
Butler University, Gallahue Center, room #108

Topic: Hunting Mohave Rattlesnakes in Arizona and West Texas
The Hoosier Herpetological Society is proud to have Jim and Kristen Harrison as this
month's guest speakers. Jim and Kristen own and operate the Kentucky Reptile Zoo in Slade,
Kentucky. They present programs about snakes including venom extraction exhibitions to the
public. The Kentucky Reptile Zoo has one of the largest collections of venomous snakes in the
United States. They also collect venom from their snakes and ship the freeze dried venom around
the world to be used in making anti-venom and for medical research. They will be discussing
their adventure of hunting and collecting Mohave rattlesnakes to add to their venom extraction
collection and also some of the other herps they found along the way. . (Their work was featured
recently on a National Geographic's "Snake Wranglers" T.V. special.) You don't want to miss

this event. SEE YOU THERE!

Reptile Invasion ‘06

The Wesselman Woods Nature Center (WWNC) in Evansville will be hosting the

Annual Reptile Invasion June 10 & 11

The Invasion is a collaboration of WWNC staff, local herpers, and H.H.S. members. Itisa
two-day event featuring live herp exhibits and programs/presentations. The event is a huge
fundraiser for WWNC and one of our largest donations of the year. Members will exhibit their
reptiles and amphibians from 10:00am to 4:00pm both days.




Herpetology Weekend, Kentucky

By Jim Horton

Another Herpetology Weekend has come and
gone for the year 2006. The event in Slade,
Kentucky is always fun and somewhat of and
adventure. The six-dollar fee qualifies you to
see talks on both nights, attend the field trips,
and free admission to the Kentucky Reptile Zoo!

The talks included a fun trivia contest on
Kentucky herps, building vernal ponds,
Appalachian amphibians, and the herps of Costa
Rica, to name a few. There were a number of
live local animals on display in the activity
center including venomous species from the
Kentucky Reptile Zoo.

Friday evening was warm and rainy;
perfect for road cruising the Red River Gorge
area. We immediately found amphibians sitting,
crawling or hopping the across the damp road.
American Toads far outnumbered the rest but
they were the largest toads I’ve ever
encountered. They are also very beautifully
marked with rich hues of tan, rust, browns, and

orange.
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American Toad Bufo americanus, next to cell
phone for size reference.

The land stage of the Red-Spotted Newt, the red
eft, seems to be common in the area and we
found several. Other mentionable include, Wood
Frogs, Leopard Frogs, Spring Peepers, Mountain
Chorus Frogs, and Pickerels. A stop at roadside
seepages would easily produce Northern Dusky
and Seal Salamanders, larvae and adults alike.
Other H.H.S. members were canvassing
the roads a bit later and found a Northern
Copperhead, Garter snake, a Northern Spring

Salamander, and several Red Salamanders. The
Red Salamanders were particularly of interest to
us for they are an Endangered Species in
Indiana. To my knowledge, they haven’t been

found in decades in the Hoosier state.
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Northern Red Salamander Pseudotriton rubber

I have introduced my girlfriend, Pam, to
the world of herpetology. She’s even taken on
some herp humor. Along the trail she pointed
out a crawfish hole in the ground and exclaimed
jokingly, “there’s another snake hole” She
enjoyed the weekend and the beautiful terrain of
the George area but by the end of the weekend |
think she’d seen about enough frogs and snakes.

Sunday lead us to Jim and Kristen
Harrison’s Kentucky Reptile Zoo. Flipping tin
behind his house produced nothing this year but
usually has a kingsnake or two beneath. The
KRZ houses one of the largest collections of
venomous snakes in the U.S. Among them is a
colony of Taipans have been acquired recently.
Jim showed us some of the deadly snakes and
we photographed them as they dangled from his
hook. They are also housing a Gopher Tortoise
and hope to get a mate for it.

The blue sky and sunny spring day kept
us wanting more of Red River Gorge but we
soon were on the road back to Indy. If you get a
chance, attend this herp-filled weekend next
year. You’ll be glad you did.

Photographs by Jim Horton.

INDIANA STATE MUSEUM
UPCOMING SUMMER SHOWS & EXHIBITS
June 3-4, June 9-11, July 14-16

Volunteers needed for herp disploys!
Call Ed Ferrer for more info. (317) 787-7448



Hoosier Herpout ‘06
It’s time for the 7t" Annual Hoosier Herpout!

Hardin Ridge (Hoosier National Forest), Monroe Reservoir, Bloomington, IN

Saturday, May 20% - 9:00 A.M.
Meet at the shelter house near the boat ramp. Rain or shine
There is a $4.00 entry fee at the gatehouse. Campers will waive the fee.
Schedule: we will leave to herp the area shortly after 9:00a.m. and will return sometime
before 12:003.m. for the cookout.

The herpout is 3 chance for our members to get out and field herp the hills of beautiful
Southern Indiana. We should see a variety of herps including venomous species. Wear the
proper gear and herp at your own risk. The H.H.S. assumes no responsibility for accidents or
injuries. Please be careful and have fun!!

We will have 3 cookout too!
The H.H.S. will provide the burgers and dogs. You bring the covered dish
(desert, casserole, etc.) and your own beverages.
Hardin Ridge offers class “A” camping (showers, electrical hookup) and class “B” (showers)

camping. We will most likely be camping in the “Southern Point” campgrounds (class B).
Look for a note at the gatehouse. For more info. Call Jim Horton (317) 865-0464

HERP HAPPENINGS

May 17, & June 25, 2006 — General Meeting, Special Guest Speakers: Jim and Kristen
Harrison, Topic — Mohave Rattlesnakes in Arizona

May 20, 2006 — Hoosier Herpout Annual club outing involving field trips, barbeque, &
camping. Hardin Ridge Recreation Area, Monroe Reservoir, Bloomington, IN.

May 21, 2006 — Midwest Reptile Show, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Southwest Pavilion, Indiana
State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis. $5.00 admission, reptiles, amphibians, books, cages, feeder
animals, and other supplies. Sell your herps and dry goods free of charge at our H.H.S.
info. table. For info: (317) 861-5550, www.midwestreptile.com

June 10-11, 2006 — Reptile Invasion, Wesselman Woods Nature Preserve, Evansville, IN A
very popular event that includes programs and live animals. HHS members display their
herps. One of our largest fundraisers!

June 21, 2006 — General Meeting - Special Guest Speaker: Dr. Robert Broadman, St.
Joseph College. Topic: Amphibian Field Studies in Northwest Indiana.

July 14-16, 2006 — Reptile Weekend, Indiana State Museum, Indpls, IN. H.H.S. members
will exhibit live amphibians and reptiles to the public.

November 3-5, 2006 — Midwest Herpetological Symposium,Westin Hotel, downtown
Indianapolis. In coroporation with the Indy Reptile Expo, Convention Center,
Indianapolis, Indiana



http://www.midwestreptile.com/

Classifieds

RIDE NEEDED: Bloomington HHS member in need of a ride to the meetings, and possibly the
Midwest Reptile Show. Will chip in $ for gas. Please tell me I'm not the only HHS member in
the Bloomington/Bedford area! Contact Sheryl at Roseroarl@aol.com.

For Sale: 05 Rough scaled sand boas, eating and healthy, $ 50.00. 05 Indian Sand Boas,
growing and eating fine. Awesome snakes! 90.00 each.
Call Jim Horton at (317) 865-0464 or email at Stardali84@Hotmail.com

Monty’s Reptiles, Education and Adoption

A non profit oraganization based in Terre Haute, IN dedicated to educating the public about local
and exotic reptiles. We also take in unwanted reptiles, and find new appropreate homes for them.
Website: www.montysreptiles.org

Steve Nard (812) 210-8505 email — montysreptiles@yahoo.com

(8(838 30/.3/283

Hoosier Mouse Supply
Rats and mice — live and frozen.
(317) 831-1219

Tophat Cricket Farmss.
APut our chirps in your herpso
Crickets, mealworms, giant mealworms, superworms,
waxworms, leaf worms, and night crawlers.
High calcium cricket food,
Display cages and accessories
1-800-638-2555 Web site: www.tophatcrickets.com

Trueblood Insurance Agency
Auto. Business. Homeowners. Life
4433 N. Franklin Road
Lawrence, Indiana, 46226
David Trueblood Phone: (317) 545.0526


http://by103fd.bay103.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=6F34F163-1431-47BD-B1D2-E8A306B06B7D&start=0&len=2745&src=&type=x&to=Roseroar1@aol.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=cb3374058350aee7086
http://www.montysreptiles.org/
mailto:montysreptiles@yahoo.com

More Pictures from Herpetology Weekend 2006, Slade, Kentucky
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American Toad Bufo americanus Rock outcrops at Red River Gorge

Note: it is missing front leg.



Visit the H.H.S. website at:
www.Hoosierherpsociety.org

The Hoosier Herpetological Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the education of its
membership and the conservation of all reptiles and amphibians. General monthly meetings are held on
the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at Butler University, Gallahue Hall, Room 105 or 108.
Membership is open to all interested individuals. No venomous animals are allowed at the General
Meetings.

2006 OFFICERS

PRESIDENT Ed Ferrer (317) 787-7448
pythonpals@msn.com Cell - 727-7553
VICE-PRESIDENT Roger Carter (317) 873-561
drymarchonzz@hotmail.com
SECRETARY Holly Carter (317) 873-6561
drymarchonzz@hotmail.com
TREASURER/MEMBERSHIP Dave Mitchell (317) 570-9643
turtlelovin@comcast.net
SERGEANT AT ARMS Elliot Stahl

Appointees for 2006
EDITOR Jim Horton (317) 865-0464
Stardali84@hotmail.com
PROGRAM DIRECTOR Ed Ferrer (317) 787-7448
pythonpalsl@msn.com Cell - 727-7553
SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON Anita Carter (317) 299-2749
WAYS AND MEANS Angela Thomas (317) 882-5266
necali@insightbb.com
WEBSITE COORDINATOR  Richard Searcy (765) 349-2347
ighaus@insightbb.com
MEMBERS AT LARGE Dave and Elliot Stahl (317) 842-2648
copperhead210@sbcglobal.net
MEMBERS AT LARGE Ralph and Blake McBee (317) 714-5367
MEMBER AT LARGE Rick Marrs (317) 549-3673
MEMBER AT LARGE Mike Wood 2bears@myvine.com
MEMBER AT LARGE Pat Hammond (317) 241-2793

Suggestions and articles for The Monitor are welcome. Submit your typed or legibly hand written articles
by the first Wednesday of each month to: PO. Box 40544, Indianapolis, IN 46240-0544 or 7712 Miracle
road, Indianapolis, IN, 46237. Articles on IBM or compatible, formatted, 5% or 3% disks are accepted.
To have your disk returned, you must provide a self addressed, stamped envelope within your mailing to
us. Back issues of The Monitor are available. Send requests to our PO. Box, or contact Holly Carter.
Quarterly Advertisement Rates for publishing your ad in The Monitor are: ¥ Page - $10.00; % Page -
$15.00; and Full Page - $25.00. Classified Ads are free to all paid H.H.S. members and will be printed
for two months. All ads must be submitted in writing to the Editor by the first Wednesday of each month.
All artwork is copyrighted and cannot be reproduced without written permission from the artist.
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