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President's Message 
Ed Ferrer 

It has been a busy month for me. First, I went to the PARC"s Midwest Convention in 

Carbondale, IL. It was great to meet Whit Gibbons from Georgia, one of our Midwest Herp 

Symposium speakers in person. Our symposium attendees will be in for a treat! I enjoyed 

meeting other herp hobbyists, field biologists, college students and other people involved in 

wildlife studies and conservation.  My herping partner and I found the legendary Snake Road 

while we were in Carbondale. We had hopes of finding copperheads, timber rattlers and 

cottonmouths. After searching for several hours all we found was a young five-line skink! We 

did find several cricket frogs, Fowler's toads, American toads, fence lizards and other five line 

skinks as we herped the area around the Touch of Nature Center, the site of the conference. 

 I also attended the monthly herp society meetings in Louisville, KY. and  Cincinnati,OH. 

Again I enjoyed the camaraderie of other "herpers". They were all very impressed with our line 

up of speakers and other activities scheduled for the 2006 Midwest Herp Symposium on Nov.3-

5. Many said they planned to attend. 

 I just attended the North American Reptile Breeders Conference and Trade Show in 

Tinley Park, IL. I was like a "kid in a candy shop" checking out all the reptiles, caging and other 

herp supplies! I enjoyed meeting Greg Maxwell, one of our Midwest Herp Symposium speakers, 

and discussing green tree pythons. I bought his new book, The More Complete Condro. (I also 

picked up an autographed copy for our symposium's auction.) I also had the pleasure of meeting 

award winning wildlife artist, Tell Hicks. I also obtained an autographed copy of his award 

winning print of a beautiful Boelen's python for the Midwest Herp Symposium's auction. I also 

enjoyed talking to world famous python breeders such as Bob Clark and Al Bedago, seeing all 

the various beautiful herps and shopping for supplies for my collection. I want to thank Bob and 

Sherry Ashley, of ECO Wear and Publishing, for being such great hosts for this event. (Bob 

Ashley and Tell Hicks will be speaking at our Midwest Herp Symposium.) 

 Can you tell I am excited about hosting the Midwest Herpetological Symposium? I hope 

to see many of you at this great event! 
 

ELECTION TIME 
In November, we will vote for new positions on the H.H.S. Board.  Please be thinking of 

someone that you feel would be a positive contender for an officer position for the H.H.S.   You 

can even nominate yourself, we’d love to have you!  We will take final nominations at the 

October General Meeting.  Voting will be at the November General Meeting 

 



WELCOME NEW AND RENEWED H.H.S. MEMBERS! 
New: 

James Floyd 
Leonard Gray 

Renewals: 
Robert Hansen (Sustaining member) 

Jesse Kaiser 
Martha Horton 

Roger & Holly Carter (Sustaining) 

 
 

General Meeting: Wednesday Oct. 18th, 7:30 p.m. 
Special Guest Speaker: Tom Biebighauser, Wildlife Biologist 

Topic: "Wetland Restoration and Vernal Ponds" 
Butler University, Gallahue Hall, Lecture Room #108 

  
    The Hoosier Herpetological Society is proud to have Tom Biebighauser as our guest 

speaker. Tom is a wildlife biologist from Morehead, Ky. Tom graduated from the 
University of Minnesota with a B.S. in Wildlife Biology in 1978 and began a career as a 
wildlife biologist at the Superior National Forest in Minnesota, moving on to the Daniel 
Boone National Forest in Kentucky in 1988. He began restoring wetlands in 1982 and 
has since established over 900 such sites in Minnesota, Kentucky, and Ohio. Tom has 
also written hundreds of funding proposals and completed numerous partnership 
projects for restoring ephemeral, emergent and other wetlands on public and private 
lands. He has written two books on restoring wetlands and has received numerous 
awards for his work in restoring wetlands and teaching workshops in nine states and 
the British Columbia. His latest program involves helping teachers build wetlands at 
schools for use as out door classrooms. Be sure to attend this meeting and learn the 
importance of various types of wetlands in our environment. Perhaps you will want to 
construct your own wetland.  

 
Annual Photography Contest 

This year, the Annual Photography Contest will be held in January of 

2007 due the symposium and Guest Speaker schedules.  That gives us 

plenty of time to work on our photography skills.  You may even get to 

use the new camera that you got for Christmas! 

 
 

October Meeting – room 106 



 

Texas Herping Trip  (continued - part 2 )  
A two-part article By Elliot Stahl 

(All photos by Elliot Stahl)  
Sunday morning we headed south to Hebbronville, and got a hotel. That evening we hit the road 

early and we encountered more Javelinas.  It was still light out and we were driving down our 

chosen road for the nights road cruising. As we were cruising down the road Jim yelled “snake”! 

He slammed on the breaks and exclaimed that it was an indigo snake! I jumped out and ran 

towards the desert. Jim and I successfully caught the beautiful serpent, which was not laying on 

the road but a good distance off the road, in the barren soil. Indeed it was an awesome black 

Texas indigo snake. We estimated it to be around five feet in length. I took some pictures of this 

rare find, and then we watched him as he slithered away from the road. This was a great find and 

I was very excited that we got the opportunity to see such a rare animal in the wild. We got back 

in the car and drove a short distance down the road when we spotted something large up ahead 

on the road, as we got closer we realized it was Desert tortoise. I took pictures of him then we 

moved him safely off the road. This was another endangered species, and once again a lucky 

sight to see. Further on down the road we found another Desert tortoise, this one was much 

smaller and had a more colorful shell. Once again I photographed the animal and then made sure 

he made it safely off the road. We road cruised once again the rest of the night and we saw no 

more snakes, yet we did see plenty of deer. Then on the way back into the small town where we 

were staying Jim spotted another snake on the road. He turned the car around, and upon closer 

inspection we were disappointed to see that it was a dead western diamondback. Diamondbacks 

are very common throughout Texas and they are found quite readily. Jim could not believe that 

we had not found one live diamondback yet. Jim needed rattlesnakes for his venom extraction 

program. He especially needed western diamondbacks for use in the making of a new dog 

vaccine. It was disappointing to see a dead rattlesnake, but at least we knew that the snakes were 

moving. 

                                         
 The next morning we woke early and drove from Hebbronville, west to Sanderson Texas. 

Not far outside of Sanderson the geography began to change and we drove into a hillier desert 

environment. Once we reached the small town of Sanderson we checked into the Outback Oasis 

Motel, owned by Roy Engledorf who is also a herper. In the main office of the hotel room Roy 

has many of his native snakes on display for the public to view.  The hotel has very nice rooms, 

and we settled in before returning to the office to chat with some of the other herpers that were 

staying there. We took a nap then until it was time to start road cruising. Before we left the hotel 

to road cruise, I walked over to an abandon lot next to the hotel. I walked around over there and 

spotted some racerunner lizards. No matter how fast I ran there was no way to catch the small 

blue lizards. They don’t call’em racerunners for nothing. That evening we headed out to an old 

farm road that Jim had already chosen as a road to cruise. We saw a roadrunner run across the 

road before it got dark. These were encountered quite often on the road. While we still had some 

light we stopped and walked along the road cuts to look for herps. Dave reported that he saw a 

crevice spiny lizard, but was not able to capture him. We started road cruising and pretty soon 

Jim spotted a lizard on the road. I hopped out and found an adult horny toad sitting next to the 

road. As I approached him he did not move at all, and he posed for a couple of pictures before I 

moved him safely off the road. I was happy to see the horned toad because that had been an 



animal I was always interested in and seeing one in the wild was really neat. Despite cruising the 

rest of the night we turned up no snakes. A cold front was moving in the area and we assumed 

that to be the reason for not seeing any snakes on the road. 

 Tuesday we slept in after being out on the road late the night before. When my dad and I 

did wake up we decided to go take a hike up on one of the hills behind the hotel. We followed a 

path up to the water tower for the town of Sanderson, then from there we explored around a 

rocky hilltop where we spotted some lizards. I chased one of these little lizards up into a crack in 

the rock and as soon as he came out I caught him. The lizard, which closely resembled a fence 

lizard, was small and had some spines on it. It also had brightly colored scales on its stomach. 

They are called Sceloporus lizards, and they were quite common around the rocky outcroppings. 

Tuesday evening we headed farther west to a different road then the night before. After scoping 

out the road we parked the car and my dad and I walked along the side of the road to look for 

critters, and to kill time before it got dark. I did not see any animals, and after awhile Jim decided 

to drive up the road a bit to see if anything was moving. He was gone for about ten minutes 

before I saw him driving back towards Dave and I. He stopped to pick me up and was happy to 

report that he just caught a young prairie rattlesnake up the road. Dave and I hopped in the car 

and we started to drive back towards where he had just caught the prairie rattlesnake. We spotted 

one d.o.r. Patch-nosed snake that looked freshly killed. We cruised for a good distance after that 

and we did not see a whole lot. It had been dark for a while and it was getting late. I started to 

doze off when I heard “SNAKE!” I came to attention and jumped out of the car. It was an adult 

Mojave rattlesnake, probably close to 2 feet in length. Dave grabbed the bucket and Jim 

successfully put the aggressive snake safely into the container. This certainly woke me up and 

about an hour later we spotted the second rattlesnake. This time it was another prairie rattlesnake 

only this one was much larger than the first one. As we approached the snake he stayed still and 

took on a defensive coiled posture. I took a couple of quick pictures before we placed him in the 

container. We cruised a little bit longer and we did not see anything so we returned to the hotel, 

very happy with our findings. 

 Wednesday morning Dave and I decided to hike up to the top of the hill again and check 

out a different set of rocky outcrops. We spent some time flipping rocks. We did not find any 

snakes but I did manage to catch a large Sceloporus lizard, which posed for a few pictures before 

we returned him back to his rock. When Dave and I returned to the hotel Jim was nice enough to 

get out two of the rattlesnakes we caught the night before and help me set up a couple photos of 

them. That evening Roy and his wife invited us and all of the other herpers that were at the hotel 

over for chili. It was very kind of them and they were great hosts. That night Roy decided to go 

road cruising with us, so after dinner we headed west.  

The four of us drove about 160 miles west of Sanderson to a place called river road. The view 

was spectacular as we drove into the mountains. As soon as it got dark we drove over a small 

bridge and spotted something that looked like a snake. Jim turned around and sure enough it was 

a large western diamondback stretched out next to the bridge. I snapped pictures as Jim placed 

the animal into the bucket.  Farther up the road Roy spotted a snake and he quickly identified it 

as a Trans-Pecos rat snake. I jumped out of the car and raced towards the large snake stretched 

out across the road. I caught it and brought it back to the car and took some pictures of this 

beauty. It was about 3-foot animal and it had a gorgeous yellow color to it. That was certainly a 

neat find, and one I had hoped to see while in Texas. We drove for a while and at one large road 

cut we stopped briefly and chatted with some other herpers. They were shining the road cuts for 

grey-banded kings. We were after rattlesnake so we kept on cruising. After cruising for quite 

awhile we decided to turn around. Shortly after we turned around a car came from the other 

direction, and they must have noticed us driving slowly and they were used to seeing herpers. 

The man in the car said there was a diamondback just up the road. We thanked him and hurried 

down the road, and sure enough there it was. I got out and took a picture of him before Jim 

placed him in the bucket. Finally we had caught a couple diamondbacks, which was what Jim 

was after. As we were driving back Roy spotted a small lizard on the road. We stopped and back 

to the hotel. Thursday morning we said goodbye to Roy and Jim decided that we would drive 



north and see if we could find and spot to cruise. We got a hotel at the little Town of Big Lake. 

That evening we found what we thought would be a good road and we cruised it. No snakes were 

found, but we did find a brightly colored spadefoot toad. They are really neat amphibians with 

huge bug eyes and a stunning green color. It had been raining quite a bit so this probably brought 

him out to the road. We retired around midnight after not seeing any other critters. Friday 

morning we woke up very early and hit the road. Jim decided since we had animals in the car 

that he was going to drive straight home. So we made the 20 hour drive back to Slade, and Jim 

drove the entire way. On the way in Kentucky we got the chance to see a small bobcat when it 

ran out in the road. That was a neat sight. We arrived in Slade around 2 in the morning. Saturday 

morning we thanked Jim for a great trip and we returned home. 

 

Native Indiana Herps Needed for Symposium 
To our members who are interested in exhibiting their local herps at the Midwest Symposium, 

please have a list of your animals available at the General Meeting on Wednesday.  We only 

need one of each Indiana species.  If you keep protected Indiana species, please have your 

educational permits with you (and a copy for the display).   

 
 

  HERP  HAPPENINGS 

October 18, 2006 – General Meeting, Special Guest Speaker, Tom Biebighauser, Wildlife 

Biologist. Topic - "Wetland Restoration and Vernal Ponds."  
 

October 29, 2006 – Midwest Reptile Show, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Southwest Pavilion, 

Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis. $5.00 admission, reptiles, amphibians, books, 

cages, feeder animals, and other supplies. Sell your herps and dry goods free of charge at 

our H.H.S. info. table.  For info: (317) 861-5550, www.midwestreptile.com 

 

November 3-5, 2006 – Midwest Herpetological Symposium, Westin Hotel, 

downtown Indianapolis.   In cooperation with the Indy Reptile Expo at the 

Convention Center, Indianapolis, Indiana.  

 

November 15, 2006 – General Meeting, Guest Speaker: Glen Schultz, Topic: 

Herping the Forests of Costa Rica.  Also, elections for 2007 officers. 

 

Classifieds 

For Sale: Desert phase Cal Kings, $35.00, feeding on frozen/thawed pinks.  Tangerine 

Honduran Milks, $60.00, feeding on f.t. pinks, call Pat Hammond (317) 241-2793 or email 

gnawbone@yahoo.com 
For Sale:  2006 c.b. Argentine Boas, $120.00.  2005 rough-scaled sand boas, eating and 

healthy, $50.00,  call Jim Horton at (317) 865-0464 or email stardali84@hotmail.com 
Monty’s Reptiles, Education and Adoption 
A non-profit organization based in Terre Haute, IN dedicated to educating the public about local 

and exotic reptiles. We also take in unwanted reptiles, and find new appropriate homes for them. 

Website: www.montysreptiles.org  

 Steve Nard (812) 210-8505 email – montysreptiles@yahoo.com 

http://www.midwestreptile.com/
http://www.montysreptiles.org/
mailto:montysreptiles@yahoo.com


 

H.H.S. SPONSOR’S 
 

EcoQuest 

Healthy Air & Water Systems, LLC                                   

Eliminates odors 
Toll free 877-767-2486 

Bus. 1-(765) 436-7122                                                            
Condale@frontiernet.net 

                               

                       

Hoosier Mouse Supply 

Rats and mice – live and frozen. 

(317) 831-1219 

 
 

 

 

Tophat Cricket Farms, INC. 
ñPut our chirps in your herpsò 

Crickets, mealworms, giant mealworms, 
superworms, waxworms, leaf worms, and 

night crawlers. 
High calcium cricket food, 

Display cages and accessories 
1-800-638-2555  Web site: 
www.tophatcrickets.com 

 
 

Trueblood Insurance Agency 
Auto. Business. Homeowners. Life 

4433 N. Franklin Road 
Lawrence, Indiana, 46226 

David Trueblood     
Phone: (317) 545.0526

 

 

Pet Supplies Plus 

Four Central Indiana Locations 
www.pspindy.com 

Bring in this ad and save 10% on your next purchase! 

 

Habitat Systems Limited 
Exhibits, Rack Systems, Retail Displays, Cages, Incubators 

Vemomous Systems, Reproductions of Nature in Fiberglass,  

Misting, Heating and Control Systems 

Creating Environments of Quality and Distinction  

Toll free 888.909.5795  Web www.habitatststemsltd.com  

 

T.F.I.S. 
“Providing Private Safety” 

William (Bud) Templin – President 

5342 Elmwood Ave, Suite-D, Indpls, IN 46107 
Office - 317.786.4918  Cell - 317.289.3554 

PD19700021 

mailto:Condale@frontiernet.net
javascript:ol('http://www.pspindy.com');


 

Visit the H.H.S. website at: 

www. HoosierHerpSociety.org 

 
The Hoosier Herpetological Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the education of its 

membership and the conservation of all reptiles and amphibians.  General monthly meetings are held on 

the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at Butler University, Gallahue Hall, Room 105 or 108.  

Membership is open to all interested individuals.  No venomous animals are allowed at the General 

Meetings. 

 

2006 OFFICERS  
PRESIDENT                           Ed Ferrer                                         (317) 787-7448   

 pythonpals1@msn.com                                                                  Cell - 727-7553 

VICE-PRESIDENT                Roger Carter                                    (317) 873-6561 

drymarchonzz@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY                         Holly Carter                                     (317) 873-6561 

drymarchonzz@hotmail.com 

TREASURER/MEMBERSHIP Dave Mitchell               (317) 570-9643  

turtlelovin@comcast.net   

SERGEANT AT ARMS                           Elliot Stahl                                         

copperhead210@sbcglobal.net 

                 

Appointees for 2006 
EDITOR                                       Jim Horton                                   (317) 865-0464   

Stardali84@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR              Ed Ferrer                                      (317) 787-7448   

pythonpals1@msn.com                                                                      Cell - 727-7553 

SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON           Anita Carter                                  (317) 299-2749 

WAYS AND MEANS                  Angela Thomas                            (317) 882-5266  

necali@insightbb.com   

WEBSITE COORDINATOR       Richard Searcy                              (765) 349-2347  

ighaus@insightbb.com 

MEMBERS AT LARGE              Dave and Elliot Stahl                    (317) 842-2648   

copperhead210@aol.com 

MEMBERS AT LARGE              Ralph and Blake McBee               (317) 714-5367    

MEMBER AT LARGE                Rick Marrs                                     (317) 549-3673 

MEMBER AT LARGE                Mike Wood                                    2bears@myvine.com 

MEMBER AT LARGE                Pat Hammond                                (317) 241-2793  

 
Suggestions and articles for The Monitor are welcome.  Submit your typed or legibly hand written articles 

by the first Wednesday of each month to:  PO. Box 40544, Indianapolis, IN  46240-0544 or 7712 Miracle 

road, Indianapolis, IN, 46237.  Articles on IBM or compatible, formatted, 5¼ or 3½ disks are accepted.  

To have your disk returned, you must provide a self addressed, stamped envelope within your mailing to 

us.  Back issues of The Monitor are available.  Send requests to our PO. Box, or contact Holly Carter. 

Quarterly Advertisement Rates for publishing your ad in The Monitor are: ¼ Page - $10.00; ½ Page - 

$15.00; and Full Page - $25.00.  Classified Ads are free to all paid H.H.S. members and will be printed 

for two months.  All ads must be submitted in writing to the Editor by the first Wednesday of each month.  

All artwork is copyrighted and cannot be reproduced without written permission from the artist. 

mailto:pythonpals1@msn.com
mailto:drymarchonzz@hotmail.com
mailto:Stardali84@hotmail.com
mailto:pythonpals1@msn.com
mailto:ighaus@insightbb.com
mailto:2bears@myvine.com

