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President's Message
Jim Horton

The new and improved HHS website is looking great and Barbara Filtri has been constantly
improving it! Take a look at the new features, colors and information. It isn’t done yet. We are
still working on it and it will be improving it over time.

Thanks to D.J. and Angie Mosley for their donation of $44.00 to the HHS! D.J. held a 50/50
drawing at the Evansville Reptile Show with the proceeds benefiting the HHS. Your efforts are
very much appreciated! Also, thanks to Jon Seymore and the Indiana Land Trust for their
donation.

Thanks to our members who exhibited at the Johnson County Library on Saturday, July 18. Our
active members deserve applause for their dedication for without you, the HHS wouldn’t survive.
There will not be a herp of the month for August. The Show and Tell meeting should adequately
cover that.

Due to lack of interest, our field trip to Brown County has been put on hold for a later date. But,
we have another “refreshing” trip to offer: An HHS canoe trip! See details inside.

This issue features some great herp caging advice from Mike Wood, Herp of the Month, and
more...

Biologist finds rare garter snakes in California

Associated Press Mon. august 3, 2009

STOCKTON, Calif. — A Northern California biologist says he has found a population of giant garter
snakes, a federally threatened species that many thought had vanished.

Biologist Eric Hansen of Sacramento says he discovered the snakes, which emit a fishy odor and can
grow up to 5 feet long, in a wetland north of Stockton.

The snake has lost about 90 percent of its habitat in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Hansen received a

federal grant to find out how many of 13 historic subpopulations of giant garter snakes are still around.
He says he found six males and two females, including one that was pregnant. In all, his study found
evidence that 11 of the 13 historic populations of the snakes still exist.
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Review of July Meeting
Our Guest Speaker last month was Todd Pierson, a budding amateur herpetologist from the
Indianapolis area. Todd took us along (via PowerPoint) on his trip to California earlier this year.

His talk was formatted chronologically with six days of herping with his father and friends
from the west coast. As usual, the photography was spectacular!

While visiting the Redwoods, he found Gilberts skinks, yellowbelly racers, alligator lizards,
various skinks, and my favorite — Ensatina salamanders.

His stop at the coastline yielded Northern pacific rattlesnakes, a rubber boa, red-sided garter
snakes, and a quick sighting of the beautiful San Francisco Garter!

At another stop at the Redwoods, he found rough skinned newts, a horned lizard, and another
favorite — the pacific giant salamander (larvae).

On their next stop, slender salamanders were common. One of Todd’s favorites, from the
climbing salamander family, the speckled black salamander was a nice find.

Day four brought a member of the mole salamander family into his viewfinder, Northwestern
salamander. Many more slender sallies and pacific giant larvae were photographed there as well.
His fifth day was a scenery photo session day for he and his dad. They found a nice Midland
chorus frog just behind their hotel.

On day six, he found a gopher snake, yellow-legged frog,. But it was the find of the trip that
made his day. It was his friend Sam’s “golden snake,” the San Joaquin coachwhip. Apparently,
this was a very rare find in this particular area. His friend Sam couldn’t quite believe that he’d
been looking for years and Todd came from Indiana found one that day.

Todd will soon be attending the University of Georgia and we wish him well!

Herp of the month
Bullsnake (Pituophis melanoleucus sayi)

Text and photos by Jim Horton
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Adult bullsnake (Newton Co. IN)




The powerful and beautiful bull snake is considered Indiana’s largest species. This colubrid is
part of the pine snake family, genus (Pituophis)

Bull snakes are quite large and may reach lengths upwards near seven feet. In other regions, it
has been recorded at over 100 inches long.
The head structure differs from most other colubrids, with a narrow-pointed tip.
Pattern and coloration is unlike any other snakes in Indiana. This handsome snake is marked
with a series of square blotches in either black, brown, or reddish brown. The pattern is usually
darkest near the tail and head. Smaller blotches adorn the sides. Background is yellow to cream
and belly, cream with black checks or spots.

The head is marked with a dark band extending from they eye to the angle of the jaw. Scales are
keeled, anal plate, single and tongue is black.

The ovoviviparous young are large, stout and ready to take on the world soon after hatching.
These neonates resemble a tiny version of the adults (without yellow coloring in adults). They
also will readily display the same defenses as adults.

Burrowing is a specialty for these large diurnal snakes. Pocket gophers, ground squirrels, birds
and small rodents make up the bulk of the diet. The small prey is subdued and overpowered,
sometimes by slamming it to the ground until it is exhausted. Larger prey may be constricted or
squeezed against a solid surface, the snakes body before eaten. Bull snakes will also “take over”
an underground tunnel system created by one of its favorite meals — pocket gophers. Here they
may escape the heat, predators, and find more unsuspecting prey. Hibernation is another use of
these subterranean retreats.

This impressive predator has many threatening qualities. When confronted or surprised, it may
coil, shake its tail, strike and hiss very loudly. After taking photos, I released one off the road
several feet from a running truck. Its hissing still overpowered the vehicle motor noise. Many of
these harmless snakes are killed by humans due to ignorance of believing it is venomous.
Indiana range is restricted to a small pocket that consists of sand prairies in the upper northwest.
It is present in only a few counties but may be considered common in some parts of its range.
Other habitats include pastures, fields, and farmyards. I once found one in an unlikely area of
wet, permanent swamp near a wooded community. It was found beneath a large, moss covered
board.

Its main competition is considered the blue racer (Coluber constrictor foxii) and the Western fox
snake (Mintonius vulpinus). Enemies include man, raptors, coyotes, and foxes. Raccoons and
skunks will easily destroy and consume a clutch of eggs.

References:
Minton, Sherman A. Jr., 1972 Amphibians and Reptiles of Indiana, Indiana Academy of Science

Conant/Collins 1991 Third edition, Peterson Field Guides, Reptiles and Amphibians,
Eastern/Central North America, Houghton Mifflin

WELCOME NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERS!
New Members

Ben Nommay
Demond Woolfolk

Thanks for your membership and continued interest in the HHS!




Useful Advice for herps!

By Mike Wood

| have been fortunate to have kept
snakes for many years now and had
very few problems. | would like to share
my husbandry and other thoughts that
you might find useful for your animals.

First let me say that | know the way |
do things is not the only, or best way,
but it has worked well for me for 40 yrs.

By having several different cage sizes
and species | use paper as a substrate,
like the white Springhill 66 that a print
shop cuts to size for me, by using this it
allows me to see any urine, defecation,
or anything else that may happen in the
cage, and saves time when cleaning
cages.

The snakes all get fresh water 2 times
per week and the water bowls are
disinfected every 2 months.

If a snake defecates in the water bowl
it gets cleaned and disinfected that day.
| make sure proper temperatures are
where they need to be each day and
keep a watchful eye on each animal that
way if a problem is going on its caught
early and is treatable.

If | set up at a reptile show | ask
everyone considering a purchase to
clean there hands with germX, 99% of
the people do but the ones that don't
want to....don't handle the animals, no
exceptions.

When the snakes come home from a
show they are quarantined for 30 days
and like to use Provent-a-mite just to be
safe.

| like to feed appropriate size rodents
each week but will go to 10 days if | see
an animal getting to fat, Its not good for
shakes to be fat. A little extra weight at
breeding season for females is ok, but
fat animals will cause health problems
most of the time.

The products | like are GermX, ARS
caging, provent-a-mite, basic G
disinfectant, white Springhill 66 paper.

| approach my husbandry with the old
saying, " an ounce of prevention is worth
a pound of cure" hope you have found
something here you may find helpful.
Old herpers Rock :

Got Rodents?

Hoosier Mouse Supply can take your orders for rodents and they will
deliver to the monthly meeting on Wednesday, the 17th. (317) 831-1219

August HHS Meeting
Wednesday, August 19th 7:30 p.m.
Butler University, Gallahue Center, Room #108

Topic: Annual "Show and Tell" meeting
This month is our always popular "Show and Tell" meeting. It is time for
members to bring their favorite one, two, or three hrerps and share with the
club secrets of caring for (and perhaps breeding) your herps. It is a great
time to see what other members are keeping and perhaps getting ideas
about possible new additions to your collection. Be prepared to discuss
any problems and successes and answer questions regarding your "pets".

See you there!




TINY LIZARD FALLS LIKE A FEATHER

(submitted by Amy Baird)
Source —BBC  July 17,2009 Matt Walker, Editor, Earth News
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A tiny species of lizard is so light that it falls to the ground like a feather, scientists have discovered.
Outwardly, little of the animal's body seems adapted to flying, gliding or moving through the air in any
way.
But a slow-motion camera has revealed that when the lizard jumps from a height, it can slow the rate of
its descent and land gently on the ground.
The lizard's surprising aerial ability might help explain how some animals became true gliders.
Details of the little lizard's talents are published in the Journal of Experimental Biology.
Controlled descent
Active flight, powered by the flapping of wings, has evolved in three living lineages of animals: birds,
bats and insects. But at least 30 different types of animal have evolved the ability to control their aerial
descent, by parachuting or gliding to ground. For example, gliding frogs use huge webbed feet, flying
squirrels use long flaps of skin between their legs, and flying fish use their fins to glide.
Other animals have less obvious morphological adaptations. Gliding snakes flatten and undulate their
bodies, which helps to slow their fall while some species of ant are so tiny they can jump out of trees and
freefall gently to lower on the trunk without hurting themselves.
So Bieke Vanhooydonck of the University of Antwerp became extremely interested when she read some old
scientific papers reporting anecdotal evidence that a relatively ordinary species of lizard might also be able to
glide from tree to tree. Holaspis guentheri belongs to a group of lizards known as lacertids, which live in the
Old World.
Though colourful, they do not stand out in terms of their behaviour, morphology or ecology.
"Also, compared to other gliding lizard species, it does not have any conspicuous morphological
adaptations to an aerial lifestyle, ie no cutaneous flaps, webbed feet etc," says Vanhooydonck.
"It made me very curious about whether these animals were really able to 'glide' and if so, how they were
accomplishing it."
Leaping platform
Vanhooydonck and colleagues in Belgium and France filmed individual lizards leaping from a platform
two metres above ground.
They compared the performance of H.guentheri with a rock-dwelling lizard (Podarcis muralis) that never
takes to the air, and a highly specialised leaping gecko (Ptychozoon kuhli) that has a range of skin flaps
that it uses to parachute to the ground. For each, they examined the duration of each species’ descent, the
horizontal distance it covered and at what speed.
Both the rock-dwelling lizard and H.guentheri landed 50 centimetres from the base of the platform, while
the gecko landed up to 1m away. But H.guentheri fell for longer, and more slowly than its rock-dwelling
competitor.
"Much to our surprise, H. guentheri is able to slow down its descent and has low impact forces upon
landing," says Vanhooydonck.
In fact, the lizard weighs just 1.5g, which is one third of the rock-dwelling lizard's weight and one-tenth
of the gecko's. Once weight was factored in, the researchers found that H.guentheri landed 20cm further
away that it should have done had it fallen like a stone.



"Also its wing loading, the ratio of mass to surface area, is extremely low and in the same range as that of
the gekko."

However, the two species achieve this aerial ability in different ways. As a result of its webbed feet and
body flaps, the gecko achieves a low wing loading by having a large surface area.

H. guentheri has a low wing loading too, but by being so light.

X-ray scans of the lizard's body revealed its bones are packed full of air spaces.

Although the lizard's light weight and ability to fall gently are linked, it is still unclear whether its air-
filled bones are an adaptation for parachuting, or whether they evolved for another reason.

It is also unclear whether H.guentheri glides from tree to tree to escape predators or move about more
efficiently.

"Because of [the lizards'] secretive lifestyle, it is very hard to observe them in the wild, but it seems
plausible they use it as an escape response,” says Vanhooydonck. And that could be just how other
gliding animals took the first evolutionary steps towards an aerial lifestyle, she says.

JAMES (JIM) GASPAR  "48" of Lowell, Indiana

A member of Hoosier Herpetological Society has passed away on August 7 2009 after
a long fight with cancer. His wife Elizabeth, sons Jason, Nicholas and daughter Jaime
have our deepest sympathy, love and blessings during this difficult time.

Jim was a husband, father, good provider and an active multi-facetted individual. He
enjoyed his herp hobby/business of which he was known for breeding several morphs of
Reticulated Pythons. The larger snakes were always his passion. He attended many
educational exhibits with both the Hoosier Herp Society as well as with the Chicago
Herp Society. He helped to teach many people about the care and husbandry that is
needed for healthy productive animals as these.

He was also a field herper taking delight in finding native creatures in their environment
and being with nature. He also enjoyed more diverse activities such as motor cross and
sky diving. He was always enthusiastic in learning about and doing different things. He
lived life to the fullest he could and enjoyed his family, friends and animals. We will
greatly miss him.

HERP HAPPENINGS

August 19, 2009 — HHS Meeting, Topic — Show and Tell meeting. Members are encouraged
to bring herps and herp related items to entertain and educate the audience.

August 22, 2009 — HHS Canoe Trip, six-mile trip down the Driftwood River. Meet at Blues
Canoes, 1-65/US 31S., IN 9:00AM Contact Jim Horton for more information.

August 30 — Midwest Reptile Show, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Southwest Pavilion, Indiana State
Fairgrounds, Indianapolis. $5.00 admission, reptiles, amphibians, books, cages, feeder animals,
and other supplies. Sell your herps and dry goods free of charge at our H.H.S. information booth.
For info: (317) 861-5550, www.midwestreptile.com

September 16, 2009 — HHS General meeting, Guest Speaker: Jim Horton, Topic — Herping
Adventures in Costa Rica.

September 25-27 — Hoosier Outdoor Expo, Ft. Harrison State Park.

October 9-11, 2009 — Midwest Herpetological Symposium, hosted by the Chicago Herp
Society. www.chicagoherp.org



http://www.midwestreptile.com/

The Hoosier Herpetological Society is a hon-profit organization dedicated to the education of its membership and
the conservation of all reptiles and amphibians. General monthly meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each
month at 7:30 p.m. at Butler University, Gallahue Hall, Room 105 or 108. Membership is open to all interested
individuals. No venomous animals are allowed at the General Meetings.

Your HHS OFFICERS for 2009

PRESIDENT Jim Horton (317) 865-0464
stardali84@hotmail.com

VICE-PRESIDENT Ed Ferrer (317) 787-7448
pythonpalsl@msn.com

SECRETARY Holly Carter (317) 873-6561
drymarchonzz@hotmail.com

TREASURER/MEMBERSHIP Dave Mitchell (317) 570-9643
turtlelovin@att.net

SERGEANT AT ARMS Brittany Davis

Bluemoosey8@yahoo.com

Appointees for 2009

EDITOR Jim Horton (317) 865-0464
Stardali84@hotmail.com
PROGRAM DIRECTOR Ed Ferrer (317) 787-7448
pythonpalsl@msn.com
Cell - 727-7553
WAYS AND MEANS Angela Thomas (317) 882-5266
necali@insightbb.com
MEMBERS AT LARGE

Richard Searcey (765) 349-2347  ighaus@comcast.net

Dave and Elliot Stahl ~ (317) 842-2648 copperhead210@sbcglobal.net

Pat Hammond (317) 241-2793 gnawbone92@yahoo.com

Roger Carter (317) 873-6561 drymarchonzz@hotmail.com

Rick Marrs (317) 549-3673

Mike Wood twobears@embargmail.com

Amy Baird
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