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President's Message 

Jim Horton 

  

Well it‟s been another successful year for the HHS despite a few setbacks.  We lost some large 

shows/exhibits that had brought many of us together.  Those shows were also nice fundraisers for 

the club.   

 However, we did celebrate our 20
th

 year!  Helped launch the first annual Save the Frogs Day, 

were a part of the Science Olympiad at Butler University, welcomed the new state herpetologist, 

Sarahbeth Klueh, Donated $ to some great local organizations, held our 9
th

 annual Hoosier 

Herpout, helped to fight a ban on herps HR669, participated in 2 bioblitzes, launched a new look 

for our website, had a fun canoe trip, a great trip to the Columbus Zoo, new HHS shirts, started a 

campaign for a state reptile, and more!  What a great year!  Let‟s keep it going in 2010! 

   

Don‟t forget that our photo contest will be in January 2010.  This contest will also feature a kids 

category to add to the fun.  Look for more information inside. 

   Thanks to Kurt and Carter Ball and Rick Marrs for helping out at the JDRF Walk at Military 

Park in Indianapolis, October 10.  Your time and expertise was appreciated! 

   Our annual Christmas/holiday party will be at Shallo‟s in Greenwood.  This time we will have 

our own room.  Everyone is welcome to stop by Jim Horton‟s house afterwards for drinks, games 

and talking herps. 

This month, before we meet our Guest Speaker, we will vote for 2010 officers. 

Don‟t forget that this will be our last General meeting and newsletter for the remaining year.  A 

flier will be sent regarding the party in December.  

This last issue of 2009 is a bit larger.  It contains some great reviews of the activities from the 

past year.  Enjoy! 

  Happy herping and thanks for your continued support by being an HHS member!!! 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
 Ed Ferrer for his work each and every month obtaining top notch Guest Speakers throughout 

the year. 

 Dave Mitchell for his work in keeping our funds in order. 

Angela Thomas for maintaining and holding our raffle every month! 

The girls at HPG Graphics (digital department) for the newsletter. 

Mr. Bob Kriz for his donation of several aquariums, stands, and accessories. 

All of the rest of our dedicated Board Members for their work with the HHS! 

Any HHS member who has written articles, exhibited, or donated to the HHS!! 
 



 

Monthly Meeting: Wednesday, November 18th, 7:30 p.m. 
Guest Speaker: James Kiser, Senior Biologist. Stantec Consulting, L'ville, KY. 

Topic:" Herping Adventures in the Southern Appalachian Mountains" 
    Butler University, Gallahue Center (science bldg.) Room#108 

    The Hoosier Herp Society is proud to announce that our guest speaker for November is James 

Kiser. James received a Bachelors of Science Degree at Moerhead State University in 1992. 

James currently is the senior biologist for Stantec Consulting based in Louisville, Kentucky. His 

primary role with Stantec is to assist private and government sector clients with endangered 

species issues. Prior to working at Stantec, James was district biologist on the Stearns Ranger 

District, Daniel Boone National Forest. He is a life-long resident of Eastern Kentucky and has 

maintained a large collection of native snakes since 1985. James shares his vast knowledge of 

native amphibians and reptiles with all age groups in the Eastern United States with various 

programs. We first met James as he was giving presentations and leading field trips the last few 

years during Herpetology Weekend conferences at Natural Bridge State Park. James was 

recognized in 2005 by the Kentucky Society of Natural History for his biological contributions in 

the Commonwealth by receiving the "Naturalist of the Year" award.  

    The topic this month is his "Herping Adventures in the Southern Appalachian 

Mountains." Any HHS members will remember his excellent program for us last year or have 

been involved in his field trips will attest to his vast knowledge and experience regarding native 

'herps. Be sure to plan on attending this meeting!  
    
 
 

You may now go paperless 
You now have the option to go paperless with your membership.  The monitor will be sent via 

pdf/email to your inbox.   This will help save money, paper, and time with folding, stapling, 

labeling, stamping, and sending the “hardcopy” newsletter.  It‟s as easy as visiting the HHS 

website clicking the “paperless button. 

 
 

Welcome New Members!!!! 
Renewals: Bob & Ellie Hammond, sustaining 

Dan Metzelfeld 

Mike McNeely, Evansville 

Janice Kucera, Ill. 

 

 
HHS Christmas/holiday party 

Shallo’s in Greenwood 
 

 

No December Meeting! 
Don‟t forget that there is no meeting in December.   

Our holiday party will take the place of the meeting. 

 

 

 



October General Meeting in Review 
Jim Horton 

Mr. John MacGregor, state herpetologist of 

Kentucky presented “Herping Adventures 

throughout Kentucky.” 

His talk brought the audience into different habitats 

around the state.  Kentucky is a very diverse state 

and a huge number of herps can be found there. 

  He started in western Kentucky where six-lined 

racerunners, tantillas and western pigmy 

rattlesnakes are found. His captive (pigmy) 

specimen was a gravid female that gave birth to a 

litter of one. 

 The Land Between the Lakes area is where his last 

(and only) sighting of a northern pine snake could 

be found. He collected it back in 1971 and it lived 

26 years!  Other herps found in the LBL area 

include, the scarlet king snake, red milks, mole, and 

smallmouth salamanders. 

 
John MacGregor, (Kentucky state herpetologist) 

  River or riparian habitat is home to the smooth 

softshell turtle.  Several map turtles are found in 

rivers throughout Kentucky. These include the false, 

Mississippi, and the Ouachita map turtles. 

  The bottom hardwoods in Kentucky is habitat for 

the mud turtle, three-lined salamander, spotted 

dusky salamander, and the copperbelly watersnake.  

John noted that the copperbellies he has found 

would display a unique „tail curling‟ as a defense. 

  Then it was on to the cypress swamps where green 

and bird-voiced treefrogs, mudsnakes, broad-

banded water snake, western ribbons, southern 

painted, and alligator snapping turtles occur.  He 

also found a diamond back water snake five-feet 

long!  His only sighting of a three-toed amphiuma 

was back in 1979 and he still has it today!  He 

considered the green watersnake to be the most rare 

snake in Kentucky (it is also found here). 

  Cottonmouths are another resident of the cypress 

swamps. John has recorded about 21 colonies in 

western Kentucky.  He noted that cotton‟s forage 

with their heads under water and that they will also 

come to a flashlight at night. 

  The grasslands are home to the crawfish frog, 

black mountain salamander and a few beautiful 

plants.  The Cumberland azalea and the fringe 

orchid were a few of his favorites. 

  In the Kentucky streams, you‟ll find seal, 

streamside, and the colorful midland mud 

salamanders. 

  Sandstone cliffs are perfect spots to find the 

arboreal green salamander and the Wehrle‟s  

salamander. Wehrle‟s salamander looks similar to 

the spotted salamander but has different habitat 

requirements and many variations.  

  Finally, he noted the possible occurrence of a 

coachwhip in KY. John noted that only one 

specimen has been found and it was long ago.  It 

had most likely been released by a captive colony. 

  His colorful talk ended with some great shots of 

gray bats exiting a cave. 

 
 

Nominees for 2010 officers 
Prestident: Rick Marrs, Jim Horton 

Vice-President: Roger Carter, Angela Thomas, Dave Stahl, Pat Hammond 

Treasurer: Dave Mitchell (running unopposed) 

Secreatary: Holly Carter (running unopposed) 

Sergent At Arms: Ed Ferrer, Brittany Davis 

 

Printing courtesy of Harding Poorman Group 

 



ANOTHER YEAR IN THE BAG 
Rick Marrs 

With the end of this past field-herping season, I can 

now review my notes and relive the many enjoyable 

experiences through the medium of digital video 

recording.  Due to budgetary and time constraints, 

this year I did not go to any exotic locales or 

famous field-herping Meccas, but I had an excellent 

time exploring the many habitats here in the 

Midwest. 

  My first herp of the season was a small bull frog 

caught at Camp Cullom in Clinton County.  One 

chilly evening in late February, Barry Hammer, Jim 

Horton and I went up to meet Wendell Zetterberg 

and his wife, Peggy, hoping to see tiger salamanders 

breeding in Cullom‟s large fish-free ponds.  We 

witnessed no breeding activity or egg masses but 

did find both male and female tigers, plus a very 

large larval tiger.  It was about seven inches long, 

indicating that it would spend at least two seasons 

in that stage before transforming in to the terrestrial 

form.  Later that night we also found a smallmouth 

salamander and lonely spring peeper.  The „09‟ 

season had officially begun. 

  In the ensuing weeks I spent as much time in the 

field as possible. With my trusty camcorder in hand, 

I documented wood frogs calling and laying eggs, 

peepers wrestling, a Jefferson‟s salamander waving 

its toxin coated tail, and more. 

 By early April, the herps were in full swing.  

Driving by a lake in northern Indiana, Barry and I 

saw the most painted turtles basking in our lives – 

hundreds of them!  On a rainy weekend trek to 

Land-Between-the-Lakes, while the herping was 

poor, I saw for the first time endangered red wolves 

at the Nature Station.  A visit to Fall‟s of the Ohio 

State Park rewarded me with my first glimps of an 

Indiana specimen of a wall lizard. 

  In early May, Brittany Davis lead a group of HHS 

members to some spots in Brown County State 

Park.  A copperhead and Eastern milk snake were 

captured for display in the interpretive center.  The 

mystery of a dead red-bellied snake impaled on a 

twig was later solved by Barry deducing that it was 

part of a shrike‟s larder. (I bet I really impressed 

some of our members when I demonstrated what 

happens when you let a racer within striking 

distance of your face). 

  A trip to north-western Indiana (we call it 

“bullsnake country” quite productive, providing an 

opportunity to see bullsnakes, blue racers, prairie 

racerunners, and a legless lizard that, true in form, 

discarded its tail.  The amazing thing about this 

behavior is that given the proper terrain, the tail will 

actually crawl away from the rest of the lizard. 

   The Bio-Blitz at Brown County State Park in 

early June was a definite high-light of this year.  I 

may be biased, but the herpetology group 

(composed mostly by HHS people) appeared to be 

the most enthusiastic energetic and passionate 

bunch of „blitzers‟ there.  We certainly covered the 

most ground hiking several miles of the park‟s hilly 

trails.  Elliot Stahl‟s capture of a mammoth 

snapping turtle was „crazy‟, and I finally got some 

decent video of a live red-bellied snake – including 

the famous „lip curl‟ I‟d previously only read about.  

Many thanks to Brittany for inviting us and making 

such a great time possible. (by the way, Brit, I‟ll be 

expecting that earth snake next year!) 

  Finding new species in places I hunt regularly is 

always a treat.  This year I added two to my 

stomping grounds in the Dugger area.  After ten 

years of herping there, at last I found tiger 

salamanders.  Thanks to Pat Hammond I can now 

add rough green snakes to my growing list of the 

area‟s herpetofauna.  Pat‟s rescue of a large 

snapping turtle trying to cross I -70 near the airport 

was a perfect ending to a great day of herping. 

  Summer went by all too quickly, as the ever-

shortening days spurred within me desperation to do 

more-find-more-see more. 

  An impromptu HHS canoe trip was a blast, even 

though the herps were scarce and I managed to 

submerge my camera for the third time this year. 

  September is regarded by many to be a good time 

to find timber rattlesnakes.  A day spent in Morgan-

Monroe State Forest failed to turn any up, but being 

there to see Mitchell Wehrle encounter his first-ever 

copperhead in the wild brought nostalgic memories 

of myself at his age and reminded me of the reasons 

why the HHS exists and why I continue to be an 

active member.  I wish my camera was running to 

catch Mitchell‟s exclamation after finding a big 

black rat snake at his grandparent‟s farm. 

   

The season progressed toward its inevitable final 

days with a last trip to Brown County State Park in 

September and my annual visit to the 

„Amphitheater‟ in Morgan-Monroe to see the 

momma marbled salamanders guarding their eggs. 



  I‟ve released the last of my ectothermic temporary 

house guests back into the wild and begun 

preparations for the frigid days to come.  Last week, 

as I removed the liner from my backyard turtle 

enclosure, I discovered a fairly large bullfrog 

huddled in a muddy depression.  “Could this be the 

same frog I remember filming shortly after it 

morphed from a tadpole back in April?” I 

wondered.  If so, man, did he grow!  Releasing him 

in the turbid waters of Mud Creek, it dawned on me 

that this season was „book-ended‟ by a species I‟ve 

known since childhood. 

  My deepest gratitude to all of you with whom I 

shared these and many other moments „in the field‟.   

Let‟s do it again in 2010!

 

Serpent Safari Visit 
By Ed Ferrer  

Photos by Wendell Zetterberg 

     

Wendell Zetterberg and I decided to go 

to Chicago early on Friday October 9th 

so we could visit the legendary Serpent 

Safari in the Gurnee Mills shopping 

center just north of Chicago before we 

registered for the Midwest 

Herpetological Symposium. I was there 

several years ago and I wanted to see if 

they still had "Baby", a Burmese python 

that had the distinction of being the 

largest snake in captivity (27 feet long 

and 403 pounds!). 

    We traveled up I-94 north of Chicago 

and we drove through a lot of 

construction which made traveling much 

longer than we had anticipated. Then we 

saw a large road sign proclaiming 

"Welcome to Wisconsin" and we knew 

that we had somehow missed the exit. 

We traveled back down I-94 and found it 

easily. (It is right across the highway 

from a Six Flags amusement park.)  

    As we entered Serpent Safari, I asked 

the manager, Joan Singer, if they still 

had "Baby"? She told me that the 

famous "Baby" had passed away in 

2006. She said we would be impressed 

by "Baby's" heir apparent as well as the 

other collection of unique reptiles 

exhibited in the tour. We were led 

through our tour by a very informed 

guide that offered many insights and 

facts on the reptiles on display.  We 

found many impressive reptiles 

beautifully displayed in elaborate 

settings. One of the most impressive that 

I remembered from our tour was "Big 

Bertha" a huge green anaconda that was 

22 feet long and 325 pounds. There was 

also a beautiful lavender phase albino 

reticulated python and a large yellow 

anaconda. 

  
             Albino reticulated python                                         

           

 
                    Yellow anaconda 

Several lizards were displayed, my 

favorite being a large crocodile monitor. 

There was an albino alligator and a huge 

normal alligator named "Chompers" 

who, according to our guide, was very 

docile and even allowed its keeper to 

brush his teeth!           Several turtles 

were displayed. A favorite turtle was the 

mata mata, whose head looks just like a 

large leaf. Using its unique 

camouflage in nature it would lay 



submerged very still in the river bottom 

and when a fish would come close 

enough it would draw in a huge amount 

of water containing the fish then 

expell the water and kept the prey. 

Another favorite was the huge alligator 

snapping turtle that weighed about 200 

pounds!  

Then I saw "Delilah", the huge Burmese 

python.  

 
                    Reticulated python 

She is about 25 feet long and 

approximately 385 pounds. She is 

believed to be currently the largest snake 

in captivity. However they are probably 

waiting until she reaches 400 pounds 

before they officially contact the people 

from the Guinness to officially claim 

that she is the largest snake. Either way 

she is an awesome specimen! Also on 

display was a huge, striking tiger 

reticulated python named simply "Trig". 

We saw a huge Nile crocodile that was 

fed by dropping food items from one of 

five openings in the roof. The guide told 

us that this crocodile was seemingly very 

intelligent for a reptile and knew which 

opening was going to offer its next 

dinner! She also said that crocodiles can 

run and swim up to 30 miles per hour! 

She then asked us if we knew how to 

escape from a croc that could move that 

fast?  

We both couldn't offer an answer. She 

said that if we ran in a zig zag pattern 

we would survive because even though 

the croc could run fast straight forward, 

it couldn't maneuver in that fashion! 

 
                        Albino alligator 

 

We left our tour in awe of the many 

unique creatures we witnessed on 

display! The most important job of this 

unique pet store is to promote 

understanding for these fascinating 

creatures and to replace the myths and 

legends with facts and respect. Serpent 

Safari also offers chances for visitors to 

have pictures taken with some of the 

animals. They sell pets, supplies, 

souvenirs and books which help to 

promote animal education. They offer 

field trips for school groups and unique 

birthday parties in the greater Chicago 

area that offer close encounter 

experiences with these fascinating 

animals. The Serpent Safaris' main goal 

is to promote animal education. Anyone 

who visits this unique pet store will no 

doubt come away with a better 

understanding and respect for the natural 

world. I would highly recommend that 

anyone who visits Chicago should plan 

to include a trip up I-94 to Gurnee Mills 

shopping center and check our Serpent 

Safari.  

 

 

 

Got Rodents? 
Hoosier Mouse Supply can take your orders for rodents and they will 

deliver to the monthly meeting on Wednesday, the 16th. (317) 831-1219 



 

25
th

 Midwest Herpetological Symposium – In review 
Jim Horton 

 

This year the MHS was hosted successfully 

by the Chicago Herps society.  The hotel 

was really nice and everything went on 

without a hitch. 

  The ice-breaker included talks by Dr. 

Stephen Barten DVM.  His talk was on 

milksnakes but went on to a delightful tour 

of Snake Road in Southern Ill. 

 Mike Pingleton’s herping every month of 

the year talk was just that. His Midwest 

adventures covered several states including 

Indiana.  Love that field herping! 

 Mr. Jeff Lemm covered the herps of 

SanDiego, California.  It was incredibly 

colorful with herps of every size and shape.  

This region holds an incredible 144 

mammals, 486 birds, and 86 herp species.  

 
Some of his notable herps were the alligator 

lizard (he thinks it may be the longest lizard 

in North America).  Switak‟s banded gecko 

is a hot herp for collectors.  It‟s similar to 

the banded gecko but the young are 

strikingly beautiful!   

   The yellow-legged frog is wiped out from 

99% of its range due to chytrid fungus.  Jeff 

has been working with this vanishing frog 

and hopes to see its populations thrive in the 

future.  There were just too many cool herps 

in his talk to mention so I‟ll stop here. 

   

  Bill Peterson introduced us to the patch-

nosed salamander (Urspelerpes brucei).  

This new genus of lungless salamander was 

discovered by Bill and another colleague in 

2007.   

 
It was said to be one of the smallest 

salamanders in the U.S. (25mm).  It is found 

in a few counties in Georgia and one in 

South Carolina.  The preferred habitat is 

small ditches on hillsides with flat rocks in 

deciduous forests.  Bill coined a great quote: 

“We don‟t know everything.”  Referring to 

the fact that there is much work to be done 

in herpetology. 

 

  Bob Henderson covered discussed his 

work in the Island of Grenada.  Bob has 

been studying tree boas for 25 years.  He 

learned that they are easily spotted with a 

flashlight by their reflected eyes at night. 

They are quite undetectable in the daylight 

hours.  

 
 He also worked on a private island known 

as Guana Island. Here, racers are common 

and 905 have tail injuries.  Bob suspects 

hermit crabs.  There are no other predators 

on the island.  He also noted that the Chytrid 

fungus has been recently found on Grenada. 

 

  Bill Zeigler lamented the efforts of the 

Turtle Survival Alliance in Asia.  Two 

species of rare turtles are on the front burner 

for TSA, Batagur barneoenisis, and 



Siebenrokiella leytensis. Both were 

discovered in the 1920‟s and haven‟t been 

seen since about 2003.  They were 

discovered in (of all places) an oriental 

market.  Most are harvested for food and 

medicinal purposes. Fortunately, in 

Malaysia, efforts are under way for breeding 

projects to save these turtles.  The TSA have 

been at work upgrading poor conditions and 

giving advice for success for the future of 

these species. 

Visit www.turtlesurvival.org for more 

information. 

   

  After lunch, Professor Gregory 

McConnell took the audience through the 

jungles of Costa Rica. He has been taking 

students from Emory & Henry College for 

15 years. 

 
Once there, they will cover many miles and 

study rainforest ecology and tropical 

herpetology.  A few notes from Greg include 

that all of the salamanders in C.R. are 

arboreal.  Crocodilians have the highest 

acerbic temperatures of any reptile.  He was 

once bitten by a cat-eye snake (known to 

have a mild venom) and his hand suffered 

pain and swelling for days. 

 

  Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, is the famed TV vet 

on Animal Planet‟s, Emergency Vets, and he 

has been a guest of many talk national 

shows.  He gave a synopsis of his many days 

as a vet treating dogs and cats in Colorado.  

He has never saved a dog from a venomous 

snake bite on the tongue or globe of the eye.  

Most dogs were bitten on the head (or snout) 

and cats were mostly bitten on the paws. 

T

wo of every 100 dogs he‟s treated for snake 

bite have died, while 2-4 of every 100 cats 

have died.  Electro-shock, fasciotomy, and 

steroids are all nonsense in his words.  

These animals do best with antivenin.    

   His recent work has been a long-term 

continuing study with Prairie rattle snakes 

(Crotalus viridis) in Colorado.  Transmitters 

were surgically placed in 36 snakes. These 

transmitters are taken out in the fall using 

anesthesia.  Rain gave them little or no 

transmission at all.  All snake deaths were 

from prairie dogs and those “Evil owls”.  

In his work with turtles and rattlesnakes, 

Kevin found that six snapping turtles and 

several rattlesnakes tested positive for West 

Nile virus.  “Herps get mosquito bites, blood 

is blood.” he said.    

  A friend of Kevin‟s was bitten in the field 

by one of his study specimens and was in a 

coma for 5 days.  Thirty-two viles of 

antivenin were given but conditions didn‟t 

improve.  He later died. 

 

  Dante Fenolio is an amphibian specialist 

working with the Atlanta Botanical Garden.  

His work in spreading the word regarding 

amphibian declines has taken him to a host 

of countries. 

Mr. Fenolio has found that the grotto 

salamander has eyes as a larvae and loses 

sight as an adult. Caecilian young eat the 

skin of their mother the first few months of 

life.  The mother produces more skin 

providing food for her young.  He 

mentioned that “We are just scratching the 

surface of knowledge with Caecilians.”  

Among the reasons for amphibian declines 

are habitat destruction, harvest, introduction 

of exotics, ultra violet light exposure, 

acidification of environment (acid rain), 

emergent infectious disease (chytrid, 

http://www.turtlesurvival.org/


bacterial epidemics) and synergistic 

interactions (Iridovirus). 

  Dante said that Chytrid fungus isn‟t new.  

It‟s only recently been found and named in 

1999.  He is currently monitoring in every 

county in Georgia for chytrid fungus. 

  He has also been working in the country of 

Chile where all rivers have been introduced 

with African clawed frogs (which have 

brought Chytrid fungus).  He and his 

colleagues have worked with Chileans, 

helping to improve conditions with their 

amphibian breeding projects. 

His final statement: “Support amphibian 

projects, extinction is near”. 

 

   Finally Zolan Takacs took the mic and 

gave us a talk filled with laughs and 

valuable information.  Mr. Takac‟s travels 

have taken him to over 110 countries, 

including Kenya, where carpet vipers are 

responsible for the most venomous deaths.  

While hunting Gaboon vipers, one should 

listen for bird activity.  Birds are aware of 

this fierce snake and will give loud 

warnings.   Each of his slides brought us to 

another country featuring another snake.  A 

few video clips showed him piloting his 

aircraft and scuba diving for sea snakes. 

  Why are snakes and the mongoose immune 

to venom?  To put it vaguely, sugar 

molecules block receptors resulting in an 

immunity to venom. 

 

After the day of presentations, the banquet 

was served followed by the Key note 

speaker, Mr. Kevin Fitzgerald (his other 

side: stand –up Comedian).  We were treated 

to side-splitting jokes featuring his life as a 

vet and of course, herp jokes, followed by a 

strange tap dance on carpet? 

 

 The auction followed the banquet/speaker 

and featured amazing one-of-a-king herp 

merchandise.  It went on until everything 

was bid and sold (12:00AM). 

  MHS attendees were treated to a mere five-

dollar cover charge to the North American 

Reptile Breeders Conference and Trade 

Show.  I couldn‟t resist purchasing a few 

new additions to my collection.   

  Chicago had presented a fine symposium 

and I can‟t wait till St. Louis next year! 

 

   

 

www.hoosierherpsociety.org 
 

 

Classifieds/adoptions 
 
For Sale: 2009 black and white desert phase California King snakes.  Well 

started on frozen/thawed pinky mice. $25.00  Contact Pat at 

gnawbone92@yahoo.com or 317-656-9496.  I do not ship snakes. 

 

Adoption:  6 year old red-eared slider that needs a new home. She was a gift for my daughter and I‟ve 

cared for her since she was the size of a quarter. We love Tally but she needs a better life. Contact: Dana 

Newell (317).251.7467 

 

Adoption: 4 turtles and 2 algae eater fish in a 55 gallon tank that they need a new home. 

  

The turtles and fish will be given away for free if you already have a sufficient habitat (55 gallon or 

bigger tank).  If you would like the turtles, fish and the aquarium set-up, they would be willing to sell... 

  All of the turtles are adults, about 4 inches across, all came from Florida. Two of the turtles are MAP 

turtles and the other two are RED EAR SLIDERS.  All have been raised captive from the size of a silver 

dollar coin! 

  The two algae eater fish (Plicostimus) are about 10 inches long and could really use an UPGRADE in 

tank size!   If you are interested, please contact DJ at 317 517 1999. 
  



 

 

EVENTS 

November 18, 2009- HHS meeting, Guest Speaker: James Kiser, Senior Biologist, Stantec 

Consulting, Louisville, KY.  Topic – “Herping Adventures in the Southern Appalachian 

Mountains.” 

 

December 12, 2009 – HHS Christmas/holiday party,  Shallo‟s in Greenwood (time TBA)  

Afterwards, White Elephant gift exchange and herp talk at the home of Jim Horton. 

 

January 16, 2010 – Midwest Reptile Show, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Southwest Pavilion, 

Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis. $5.00 admission, reptiles, amphibians, books, cages, 

feeder animals, and other supplies. Sell your herps and dry goods free of charge at our H.H.S. 

information booth.  Other dates: Feb. 27, April, 17, June 5.  For info: (317) 861-5550, 

www.midwestreptile.com   
 

INDIANATURTLECARE.COM 
Indiana Turtle Care, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, dedicated to the conservation, 

rehabilitation, education and rescue of turtles and tortoises. 

 

Annual HHS Photography Contest 
  The Annual Photography Contest January 20, 2010   

 Bring in your best, your favorite, and your most original shots in print format!   

 
Entry fee is one dollar per print. Enter as many times as you like.  Entries must pertain to 

herpetology.  Judging will be from your peers (the audience).  

 Adult Categories: Captive Herps and Herps in the Field 
Kidôs category: Kids ages 5-17 are encouraged to participate in this special category.  

 Prizes to be announced in January issue of The óMonitorô. 

 

 

 

              
                  Midwest Reptile Show                                                           Eastern box turtle 

 

http://www.midwestreptile.com/


 
The Hoosier Herpetological Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the education of its membership and 

the conservation of all reptiles and amphibians.  General monthly meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each 

month at 7:30 p.m. at Butler University, Gallahue Hall, Room 105 or 108.  Membership is open to all interested 

individuals.  No venomous animals are allowed at the General Meetings. 

 

 
 

Your HHS OFFICERS for 2009  
 

PRESIDENT                                              Jim Horton    (317) 865-0464  

stardali84@hotmail.com    

VICE-PRESIDENT                                   Ed Ferrer                                          (317) 787-7448  

pythonpals1@msn.com  

SECRETARY                                            Holly Carter                                     (317) 873-6561 

drymarchonzz@hotmail.com 

TREASURER/MEMBERSHIP Dave Mitchell                                  (317) 570-9643  

turtlelovin@att.net   

SERGEANT AT ARMS                           Brittany Davis                                    

bluemoosey8@yahoo.com 

                                

Appointees for 2009 
 

EDITOR                                                  Jim Horton                                  (317) 865-0464   Stardali84@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR                        Ed Ferrer                                     (317) 787-7448   pythonpals1@msn.com                                                                                      

                                                                                                                     Cell - 727-7553 

WAYS AND MEANS                           Angela Thomas                            (317) 882-5266  necali@comcast.com   

 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 

 

                                               Richard Searcey              (765) 349-2347    ighaus@comcast.net 

                                               Dave and Elliot Stahl      (317) 842-2648    copperhead210@sbcglobal.net 

                                               Pat Hammond                  (317) 241-2793    gnawbone92@yahoo.com 

                                               Roger Carter                    (317) 873-6561 drymarchonzz@hotmail.com 

                                               Rick Marrs                       (317) 549-3673 

                                               Mike Wood                                                   twobears@embarqmail.com 

                                        Amy Baird 

 

 

               
                          Scales n Tails show                                                  Johnson County Library    
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